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1. INTRODuCTION

The tell as a type of site is particu-
larly characteristic of the eastern Medi-
terranean, Middle East and Balkans. In 
the most general terms tells are artifi-
cial mounds composed of the remains 
of past human settlements built up at a 
non uniform rate over long periods of 
time. The remains preserved in tells ex-
ist as a composite of occupational strata, 
destruction levels, and, to a small extent, 
additions of naturally deposited sedi-
ment (e.g., Rosen 1986). The steep-sides 
and flat tops of some tells are deter-
mined primarily by the structural fea-
tures they encompass. Most significant 
among these features are systems such 
as circuit walls and circuit ditches encir-
cling other cultural deposits. 

Although Paliambela has neither 

steep sides nor a flat top, excavation 
during 5 years (i.e., 2000-2004) has 
confirmed the presence of significant 
constructions, including EN pit-houses, 
MN rectangular built houses, MN circuit 
ditches and LN circuit walls. Patchy Final 
Neolithic and Bronze Age deposits were 
also detected on the south-east of the 
tell. Finally, the test section on the non-
tell component of the site revealed MN 
and LN ditches, as well as LN pits (e.g., 
Halstead & Kotsakis 2001, 2002; Kot-
sakis & Halstead 2004).

The matrix of a tell is, for the most 
part, a result of cultural activity and 
originates primarily from the residues of 
collapsed mudbrick and stone structures 
such as dwellings, storage facilities, ad-
ministrative and/or palace complexes, 
and the trappings of institutionalized 
religion in the form of temple complex-
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es (Davidson 1976; Rosen 1986, 1993). 
These residues include mudbrick, stone, 
ceramics, some occasional lime plaster, 
and organic refuse as their primary com-
ponents. These components are modi-
fied by cultural and natural processes 
causing reduction and redeposition of 
sediments, transforming them into sec-
ondary refuse (Rosen 1986). Natural and 
cultural processes continuously change 
and rework the structure of the tell as 
more recent cultural deposits are added 
onto the earlier ones. These cultural de-
posits often are separated by thick and 
spatially large destruction layers or by 
the buildup of thin layers of natural soils. 
The former include debris from falling 
and burning structures while the latter 
occur only when cultural activity ceases 
for extended periods. 

The length of occupational hiatus de-
termines which processes are most ac-
tive on the cultural deposits. Short term 
abandonments generally lead to sheet-
wash and ponding and/or the accumula-
tion of natural wind blown silt and sand, 
whereas major occupational gaps lead 
to soil development, natural erosion of 
entire strata, and/or the deposition of 
wind-blown deposits (Bullard 1970; 
Rosen 1986). Due to these processes, the 
height and size of a tell can expand and 
contract and otherwise change through 
time. Tells as they appear today, some-
times two to three millennia after aban-
donment, do not have the same form 
and shape they did at the time of their 
abandonment. This is most noticeable 
on tell slopes. It is rare to find tells with 
uniform slopes on all sides due largely 
to the varying effectiveness of erosion 

and weathering on slopes facing in dif-
ferent directions, as well as slope prox-
imity to varying geographical features 
(Rosen 1986: 29). If one is to understand 
the cultural remains in various areas of 
tells and explain their genesis, it first 
becomes necessary to determine which 
processes were at work in different ar-
eas of the tell. 

The best way to do this is to approach 
the study of tell deposits and remains 
in the wider context of the tell’s sur-
rounding environment. As Rosen points 
out (1986: 53), the tell is constructed of 
sediment taken from within a short ra-
dius of the site, so that the natural and 
anthropogenic sediments are interwo-
ven to form the mound. As such it is an 
integral part of its surroundings and the 
history of its formation is intimately re-
lated to the history of the landscape. The 
natural forces which transform the land-
scape, such as erosion and gullying, are 
also at work on the mound (Rosen 1986: 
53). So to understand the archaeologi-
cal deposits studied in this research, it 
becomes necessary to view them in the 
wider context of tell formation so that all 
processes active in their formation can 
be understood well before behavioural 
interpretations are made

2.AN OVERVIEW OF GEOARCHAEO-
lOGICAl ANAlYSIS AT PAlIAMBElA

This necessity, was also recognised at 
Neolithic Paliambela (Fig. 1), and the ge-
oarchaeological study was thus initiated 
to explore the site’s formation processes 
and spatial organization, and was based 
on analysis of ditch and pit deposits 
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from the tell and non-tell components of 
the site and of cores from the tell com-
ponent (for detailed discussion see in: 
Kontogiorgos 2008). Coring, as a mini-
mally destructive technique, facilitates 
the definition of subsurface units, pro-
vides a clear view of the buried surfaces 
on which occupations took place (e.g., 
Stein 1986). 

The macroscopic examination of all 
twelve cores drawn from the subsurface 
investigation conducted on the tell, re-
vealed three basic stratigraphic units: bed-
rock, occupation deposits and a top-soil 
layer. Given, therefore, their relative mac-
rostratigraphic similarity and the rather 
broad stratigraphic resolution/delinea-
tion required from the cores at Paliam-
bela, three cores (out of 12) were selected 
for analysis. These were judged to provide 
good site coverage from east to west, and 

Fig. 1 Map of Greece, showing the location of Pal-
iambela (Source: Paliambela excavation archive).

thus offer information regarding the depth 
and thickness of the cultural deposits on 
the tell, on a coarse temporal and spatial 
scale (Fig. 2). 

The analysis of the cores revealed 
that the tell component of the site might 
have been the product of long term an-
thropogenic accretion of sediment and 
artefactual material that created a low 
mound, with 0.5-2m of surviving occupa-
tion debris (Figs. 3-5). The source of the 
sediments of the archaeological contexts 
(i.e., cores, pits and ditches) at Paliam-
bela is thought to have been the area ad-
jacent to the site. Of the examined natu-
rally occurring sediments, the Neogene 
sandy loam deposits exhibit a unimodal 
distribution dominated by sands, while 
the silty-sand/sandy-silt alluvial forma-
tions are bimodal, with a primary silt 
peak and a secondary sand peak. Com-
parison of the particle size distributions 
of the gravelly muddy sand occupation 
deposits with the locally available sedi-
ments has shown that the site’s deposits 
are similar in silt/clay content to the lo-
cal alluvial deposits, while medium and 
coarse grained sands, small and large 
granules (2mm to 4mm) and small peb-
bles (4mm to 8mm) may have been ob-
tained from the nearby Neogene depos-
its.

Moreover, certain size fractions (large 
-16mm to 32mm- pebbles) of sediment, 
not present in the textural composition 
of the local sediments, appear to have 
been selectively introduced to the site 
by human agency – probably as building 
materials from coarse alluvial deposits 
laid down in the vicinity of the site dur-
ing the Pleistocene (Krahtopoulou 2003). 
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Thus, the cultural origin of most of these 
excavated deposits was confirmed by 
particle size analysis (Fig. 3-5). 

It should be noted, however, that, in 
firm stratigraphic and chronological 
terms, it is unknown how much and what 
quality of sediment each source contrib-
uted to the site’s formation. Therefore, 
it should be stressed that evaluations of 
the primary sources of materials incor-
porated into archaeological sediments, 
unless these are very characteristic 
- as in the case of gravel-sized mate-
rial (16mm-32mm) at Paliambela or as 
in the case of terra rossa soil in David-
son’s geoarchaeological study at Sitagroi 
(Davidson 1973) - should be made with 

Fig. 2 a) Location of the Cores and of the excavated trenches on tell and the long section (Source: ‘Pal-
iambela excavation archive’), b) Schematic representation of the location of the Cores on tell (drawing 
by D.K) (originally in Kontogiorgos 2008).

caution because the archaeological sedi-
ments are highly modified anthropogen-
ically. Nevertheless, Krahtopoulou (pers. 
comm.) has detected a long sequence of 
Holocene alluvial deposits predating and 
post-dating (and possibly contemporary 
with) the site of Paliambela. 

The on-site deposits from Paliam-
bela were compared with these early 
Holocene alluvia which Krahtopou-
lou (pers. Comm.) believes would have 
been locally exposed (if not forming the 
ground surface next to the site). If noth-
ing else, these alluvia were cut by the off-
site ditches so the occupants of Neolithic 
Paliambela certainly knew where to 
find them. In this respect, Rosen’s previ-
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Fig. 3 Mean texture Magnetic susceptibility, organic carbon and micro-
artifacts for Core 1083(originally in Kontogiorgos 2008).

Fig. 4  Mean texture, Magnetic susceptibility, organic carbon and 
microartifacts for Core 1084 (originally in Kontogiorgos 2008).

Fig. 5  Mean texture, Magnetic susceptibility, organic carbon and 
microartifacts for Core 1085 (originally in Kontogiorgos 2008).



136
DIMITRIS KONTOGIORGOS

ously mentioned statement, that a tell’s 
formation is an integral part of its sur-
roundings and the history of its forma-
tion is intimately related to the history 
of the landscape, seems to be reflected 
in the formation of Paliambela since the 
archaeological contexts at Paliambela 
comprise sediments from their vicinity. 

Moreover, the analysis of the three 
cores clearly displayed that cultural 
mechanisms were largely responsible 
for the formation of the tell component 
of the site while the sources of the par-
ent material should have been in the area 
around the site. Furthermore, the analy-
sis of the contents of the pits and ditches 
has shown that these were largely the 
result of cultural formation processes 
that significantly contributed to total 
site formation. The choice of contexts for 
sampling was in large measure dictated 
by what had been exposed by excavation 
at the time, but nonetheless presents 
some informative contrasts. The three 
MN ditches on the N, NW and SE slopes 
of the tell offer relatively good site cover-
age in different areas of the tell, exhibit-
ing thus good potential for investigating 
the spatial organization of activity on the 
site more broadly. 

On the other hand, the cluster of 
Neolithic pits on the tell is valuable as 
a source of more localised stratigraphic 
information for the use of space mostly 
in the northern part of the site, while the 
Neolithic contexts off-tell and the Byzan-
tine-Ottoman contexts, although offering 
relatively limited stratigraphic informa-
tion for different activity areas, are help-
ful in terms of drawing a broader picture 
of differences in the living environment 

between chronologically and spatially 
distant archaeological contexts (selected 
diagrams of the analysed deposits: Kon-
togiorgos 2008) .

The limited stratigraphic informa-
tion, at least from the Neolithic pits on 
tell, the Neolithic contexts off-tell, and 
the Byzantine-Ottoman contexts, does 
not necessarily pose problems of inter-
pretation. The latter may be true, when 
a research attempts to evaluate or fully 
examine, for example, the spatial uses of 
a site or offer differences of formation 
processes in different areas across a site. 
In this study, the critical prerequisite 
was rather the depiction of the existence 
of differences in formation processes 
and of spatial content between different 
contexts from the site, on a broad spatial 
and temporal scale, than a detailed pres-
entation of the spatial and temporal use 
of space on and off the tell settlement 
or of differences in formation processes 
between different activity areas across 
the site. The microstratigraphic infor-
mation obtained from the contexts at 
Paliambela, although ‘limited’ under the 
former spectrum, contain an amount of 
stratigraphic data and information capa-
ble for unraveling the site’s formational 
mechanisms. With this type of data and 
information in hand, then the analysis of 
formation processes of the site (and, ar-
guably, of any site) can further proceed 
in more detail. 

Therefore, the question is not wheth-
er this study could have been benefited 
from a larger sampling scheme, which 
can be easily answered positively, the 
question is if such a scheme was neces-
sary in an entirely unknown site, such 
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as Paliambela. The latter cannot be an-
swered uncritically; it rather incorpo-
rates critical research design, decision 
making, and optimal priorities. This re-
search evaluated and prioritised to offer 
answers into general inquires of forma-
tion processes and of spatial uses of the 
site, and thereafter, further explore, in 
more detail, spatial stratigraphic rela-
tionships and formational mechanisms 
from different contexts across the site, 
which are (and were) anyway highly 
depended on the progress of the excava-
tion on the site. Nevertheless, variability 
in the sedimentary and artefactual char-
acteristics of the pits and ditches was 
considered to reflect diverse attributes 
of past human activities. 

It was shown that the fills of the EN 
pits, MN ditches and Byzantine-Ottoman 
pits in many cases consisted of a rapid 
primary fill and a slower secondary up-
per fill. These fills differ, in most cases, in 
accumulation rates, quantity and qual-
ity of sediments and cultural materials 
thus suggesting differences between 
‘primary’ and ‘secondary’ processes. 
Moreover, the upper fills sometimes ex-
hibit marked variability through time 
in the nature of cultural inputs, rais-
ing the possibility of discard (perhaps 
by cleaning or raking) from particular 
activities. It seems, therefore, that two 
forms of formation processes were oc-
curring in the deposits: the ‘primary’ 
cultural formation processes that cre-
ated the initial variability in the deposits 
(in the case of ditches, part of the initial 
variability was also attributed to differ-
ences in the amounts and types of exca-
vated bedrock available to fall back into 

the ditches), and the ‘secondary’ cul-
tural formation processes(Kontogiorgos 
2008). These formation processes alter 
the configuration, shape and size of the 
deposits created by ‘primary’ processes 
and create their own patterns. Moreo-
ver, when these processes are repeat-
edly performed, patterns created by 
earlier processes are again obliterated 
by later processes, and when combined, 
the result may be very complex patterns 
(Gould, 1980), as has been observed in 
ethnographic contexts (DeBoer & Lath-
rap 1979; Deal 1985; Hayden & Cannon 
1983) as well as in archaeological con-
texts (e.g., Wilcox 1987). 

Therefore, the mode and intensity 
of ‘secondary’ formation processes ap-
pear to be the main determinants (other 
things such as post-depositional process-
es, being equal) for the variability in the 
sedimentary and artefactual characteris-
tics of the pits and ditches at Paliambela, 
that was considered to reflect diverse 
attributes of past human activities. Also, 
their intensity might have been respon-
sible for the relatively short period of 
infilling (i.e., a few months or even less) 
both in the pits and ditches because no 
clay lenses were detected (with one ex-
ception-MN ditch 3) as might have been 
expected if the features lay open through 
a series of winters. This interpretation is 
further enhanced by the observations 
made at the Experimental Earthworks 
built at Wareham, Dorset, U.K. in 1963 
(e.g., Evans & Limbrey 1974) and at 
Overton Down, Wiltshire (e.g., Dimbleby 
1962; Macphail 1996). 

One of the major discoveries of these 
experiments was to record the annual 
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winter/summer banding of the silts 
washed into the experimental ditches 
which were left open to fill in naturally. 
This type of banding was not observed in 
the pits and ditches at Paliambela, thus 
suggesting relatively rapid filling over 
a short period of time. In addition, the 
clayish layer in the lower fill of MN ditch 
3 and the rather variable inputs of clay, 
in the upper fills of the Byzantine-Otto-
man pits, may indicate that the lower 
part of this ditch (i.e., MN ditch 3) as well 
as the upper part of the Byzantine-Ot-
toman pits could have been the product 
of individual storm events rather than 
annual weathering cycles. During the 
recent archaeological excavations at Pa-
liambela, open ditches cut into bedrock 
flooded with water that left a muddy ba-
sal fill, after heavy rainfall, while similar 
banding was also observed by Ashbee et 
al. (1979) during the excavation of the 
Horslip long barrow. 

The present study managed also, to 
identify spatial and temporal cultural 
formational patterns on the micro-level 
in pits and ditches through the use of ge-
oarchaeological methods and statistical 
applications. More clearly, it was shown 
that there exists a relative sedimentary 
and stratigraphic similarity of groups 
of related contexts (i.e., Byzantine-Ot-
toman pits on the tell and the two MN 
ditches on the extended part of the site) 
while the EN pits and the MN ditches on 
the tell site form more heterogeneous 
groups, but again have shared character-
istics. 

This suggested that these different 
groups of features were used in different 
ways or in different contexts. Although 

these differences are more or less ex-
pected between completely different 
features, for example when ditches are 
compared with pits or shallow EN pits 
with deep Byzantine-Ottoman “storage 
pits”, the contrast between MN ditches 
on the tell and their counterparts on the 
extended part of the site is more intrigu-
ing. 

Similar, the non-linear (Fig. 6) and 
linear microartifact patterning revealed 
that the archaeological contexts from the 
site exhibited strong spatial patterning 
(i.e., three different groups of microar-
tifact associations were discerned- Neo-
lithic contexts on the tell, Neolithic con-
texts off the tell and Byzantine-Ottoman 
contexts), and this was related with spa-
tial differences in site formation proc-
esses that arguably reflect long-term 
continuity of distinct patterns of spatial 
organisation of behaviour.

The tell site at Paliambela was probably 
much more prominent in the landscape 
at the time of occupation (Krahtopou-
lou 2003) but, after the abandonment of 
the site, natural formation mechanisms 
affected its exposed surface triggering 
increased erosion, a situation unlikely to 
have occurred at the time of occupation 
because, as has been reported for the tell 
site at Sitagroi (northern Greece), “dur-
ing occupation, the net rate of accumula-
tion is equaled by the net rate of erosion” 
(Davidson 1976: 260), and also we know 
that the site accumulated upwards (tell 
formation) through the Neolithic. At 
Paliambela the presence of a colluvium 
deposit encountered just beneath the 
modern ploughsoil in the long section 
cut through the extended part of the site 
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just southeast of the tell, and also, in-situ 
MN deposits occur just centimeters be-
low the modern surface in the summit of 
the tell; in situ FB and LN levels patchily 
preserved at a few centimeters depth in 
the SE of the tell; deep EN, MN and LN 
levels on the N and NW, imply erosion 
of several centimeters from the summit 
of the tell. Then the Byzantine-Ottoman 
pits are all the truncated deep parts of an 
early modern settlement that is entirely 
missing. These are just two of many in-
dications that the site has been heavily 
eroded since end of Neolithic.

Agricultural practices too may have 
played a part in triggering erosion of 
tell sediments. Recent deep ploughing, 
recalled by villagers who carried it out, 
has resulted in erosion and weathering 
of exposed fresh cultural material, as has 
been suggested from analysis of sedi-
ments and microartifacts in the top-soil 
layers at Paliambela. These top-soil lay-
ers in general exhibited textural homog-
enization in sediments, probably due to 

ploughing, and moderate microartifact 
values, that may reflect repeated expo-
sure of cultural materials to weathering 
and destruction. Modern ploughing will 
have made sediments highly susceptible 
to erosion, while Evans (1978: 68) also 
mentions the direct physical abrasion 
and erosion caused by tillage. The ef-
fects of erosion and ploughing on the tell 
apart from changing its shape were, at 
least in part, responsible for the signifi-
cant alteration of the stratigraphy of the 
tell and the partial destruction of possi-
ble architectural structures buried un-
der the modern surface, as has been re-
ported for the tell site at Sitagroi where 
evidence of any perimeter structure on 
the summit of the tell has disappeared 
through erosion (Davidson 1976). 

The recent archaeological excavation 
at Paliambela has revealed the pres-
ence of significant constructions close 
to the “brow” of the tell: the MN circuit 
ditch and LN circuit walls on the south-
east slopes and other MN ditches on the 
north and north-west slopes of the tell. 
Also, numerous pits and burials of the 
Byzantine-Ottoman periods dug into 
deposits of the Neolithic period clearly 
disturbed the stratigraphy of the site. A 
“clean” stratigraphic profile, including 
all periods of occupation from the EN 
to Byzantine/Ottoman period has not 
been detected yet but in the N area we 
have the EN pits cut by EN levels which 
were cut by an EN ditch and this was cut 
by an early MN ditch that was sealed by 
disturbed LN levels which in turn were 
sealed by Byzantine-Ottoman pits.

In the SE we have MN ditch fills 
sealed by LN circuit wall, sealed by FN 

Fig. 6 a) One view of the S-SOFM graphical represen-
tation showing the formation of two distinct white 
regions – the larger (bottom-right) corresponds to 
the Neolithic microartifact data, and the smaller 
(top- left) corresponds to the Byzantine-Ottoman 
microartifact data. b) Second view of the S-SOFM 
graphical representation showing the formation of 
one distinct white region corresponding to the Neo-
lithic microartifact data from the extended part of 
the site. (originally in Kontogiorgos 2008).
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dumps which were cut by Byzantine-
Ottoman pits and graves. There is never 
any hint of soil formation (not even root 
marks on animal bones (Halstead, pers. 
comm.) in Neolithic deposits except here 
they are close to enough to the modern 
surface to be altered by recent pedo-
genesis. Conversely, the top metre or so 
of the site (except on the summit and 
SE where ploughing came down to the 
LN circuit wall) is heavily bioturbated 
(many visible burrows) and the colours 
of different layers (e.g., when one part of 
the trench is pure MN and another pure 
LN pottery) are wholly homogenized by 
pedogenesis. The implication is that the 
site was more or less continuously used 
to late in the Neolithic (or later) and to 
a height now lost, before significant soil 
formation took place (perhaps between 
FN or even BA and the Byzantine-Otto-
man occupation).

Time’s ravages do not seem to have 
affected dramatically, at least, the deeper 
deposits preserved in pit and ditch fills. 
When Ascher wrote that archaeologists 
do not dig up ‘the remains of a once liv-
ing community stopped, as it were, at a 
point in time’ (Ascher 1961: 324) it was 
not with the remains preserved in tell 
deposits in mind. However, his observa-
tions concerning the ravaging of archae-
ological remains by ‘time’s arrow’ are 
every bit as relevant to the discussion of 
processes of formation (and subtraction) 
on tell deposits and their interpretation 
as they are to any other archaeological 
deposit. Ascher’s comments were direct-
ed toward archaeologists who approach 
the archaeological record as a preserved 
past (the “Pompeii Premise”) instead of 

a record that, just as often, preserves 
the disorganised arrangement of mat-
ter regularly generated at a point in time 
much later than that of interest to the ar-
chaeologist (Binford 1981: 196).

This study has not treated the depos-
its at Paliambela as Pompeii-like assem-
blages. Nevertheless, despite the natural 
and cultural agents/processes that have 
disorganized the site’s behavioural con-
texts, the archaeological sediments from 
Paliambela still preserve significant be-
havioural information. The spatial dif-
ferences in cultural formation process-
es, revealed by geoarchaeological study, 
arguably reflect long-term continuity 
of distinct patterns of spatial organisa-
tion of behaviour. The term ‘continuity’ 
is conceptualized here as the cultural 
product of different social systems (Neo-
lithic or later) that inhabited Paliambela. 
Their cultural outcomes, embedded in 
and decoded from the archaeological 
sediments, contributed significantly 
to the site’s formation, transforming it 
into a cultural product. Therefore, the 
archaeological sediments, preserved in 
contexts such as the pits and ditches of 
Paliambela, enclose significant cultural 
information, and this study has demon-
strated the potential of geoarchaeologi-
cal research for helping us to identify 
this information.

3. CONCluSION

The excavation at Paliambela, and 
the recognition of a tell-extended site 
with habitation covering the EN-LN, and 
habitational episodes up to the histori-
cal (Byzantine-Ottoman) period, offered 
the opportunity to examine the duality 
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of organization in this type of site (Kot-
sakis 1999). This duality of organization 
seems to be confirmed by sedimentary 
and stratigraphic similarities between 
groups of related contexts as in the case 
of the two ditches outside the tell set-
tlement that exhibit quite distinct pat-
tern of formation in relation to the MN 
ditches on the tell. Also, the EN pits from 
the tell were different to the LN pit off 
the tell while the cases of Byzantine-Ot-
toman pit fills again suggest broader dif-
ferences in the organization of the living 
environment on the tell through time. 

This further suggested that the filling 
of each group of contexts was to a major 
extent the end result of recurrent prac-
tices, rather than being a consequence of 
digging and discard events. Thus, differ-
ent uses of different groups of contexts 
resulted in developing the two parts of 
the site in distinctly different ways. The 
identification that the repetition of cul-
tural practices is embedded in the ar-
chaeological sediments, that form the 
raw material starting point for the for-
mation of the archaeological record, has 
two important implications: firstly, it up-

grades the impact of cultural formation 
processes, through the recognition that 
repeated human actions have shaped 
the form of the archaeological deposits 
at Paliambela, and eventually the form 
of the site; secondly, it calls for aware-
ness of the multiplicity of scales at which 
these cultural processes can be traced. 

Thus, the study puts a new line of 
evidence in the discussion regarding 
the differences between Neolithic tells 
and flat/extended sites revealing differ-
ences in the organization of the living 
environment between the two parts of 
the site at Paliambela both in space and 
time. Without underestimating the ef-
fects of natural processes or destructive 
agents that occurred on the site, or rath-
er ‘naively’ expecting cultural processes 
to account for all the extant variability 
at Paliambela (and in any archaeologi-
cal site), it is argued that a combina-
tion of sedimentary and microartifact 
data has contributed to understanding 
of formation processes and the spatial 
organization of human behaviour in an 
archaeological site lacking imperish-
able architecture. 
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Ιστορίες ιζημάτων: Κοινωνικές διεργασίες σχηματισμού της Νεολιθικής 

Τούμπας Παλιαμπέλων Κολινδρού

Δημήτρης Κοντογιώργος

Η παρούσα εργασία παρουσιάζει 
συνοπτικά τα αποτελέσματα της εκτε-
ταμένης γεωαρχαιολογικής διερεύνη-
σης των διαδικασιών σχηματισμού της 
νεολιθικής τούμπας, που εντοπίστηκε 
και ανασκάπτεται στα θέση Παλιάμπε-
λα, Κολινδρού στην περιοχή της Βόρειας 
Πιερίας. Το γενικό συμπέρασμα της ανά-
λυσης επιλεγμένων λάκκων και τάφρων 
της νεολιθικής περιόδου (καθώς και λάκ-
κων της Βυζαντινής-Οθωμανικής περιό-
δου που επίσης εντοπίζονται στη θέση 
και αναλύθηκαν για λόγους σύγκρισης) 
είναι η αναγνώριση ότι ο σχηματισμός 
της νεολιθικής τούμπας (και του εκτε-
ταμένου τμήματος του νεολιθικού οι-

κισμού που αναπτύσσεται προς δυτικά 
αυτής) τόσο χρονικά όσο και χωρικά, 
ήταν, πιθανότατα, σε μεγάλο βαθμό το 
αποτέλεσμα τόσο των διαφορών στις 
ανθρώπινες δραστηριότητες όσο και 
στην οργάνωση των ανθρώπινων δρα-
στηριοτήτων. Η εκτεταμένη γεωαρχαι-
ολογική ανάλυση κατέστησε σαφές ότι 
οι δύο συνιστώσες του νεολιθικού οικι-
σμού (τούμπα και εκτεταμένο τμήμα), 
ήταν χωρικά διακριτές, ενώ οι διαφορές 
μεταξύ των συνόλων της Νεολιθικής και 
της Βυζαντινής-Οθωμανικής περιόδου 
δείχνουν σε μεγάλο βαθμό διαφορές στο 
περιβάλλον διαβίωσης μεταξύ του προϊ-
στορικού και του ιστορικού οικισμού.


